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prosperous as to-day, and that the management under Dr. 
Peters is “able,” and that he “is not blind to its defects.” 

FREQUENCY OF PARESIS IN EASTERN, WEST¬ 
ERN AND SOUTHERN ASYLUMS. 

It still remains true that a casual examination of asylum 
reports shows a marked difference of paresis in different 
parts of the country. 

The reports of four asylums, taken at random, illustrate 
the point. 

The Northampton, Mass., Asylum admitted in 1890, 89 
men and 79 women. Of the men, 7 were paretics, or one 
in every 12 + of those admitted. Of the women, 1 was 
paretic, or one in every 79. 

The Buffalo, N. Y., Asylum, admitted 346 patients. Of 
these, 13 were paretics, or one in 26—. Unfortunately, 
'the important table of forms of insanity of those admitted 
is not split up into sexes; but as 177 men were admitted, 
it is probable that about one in 14 was paretic. 

The report of the asylum at Indianapolis, Ind., gives 
664 admissions. Of these, 4 only were paretics. They were 
all men, and there were 380 males admitted. This State is 
by no means newly settled, but the population is largely 
rural. 

The report of the Tuscaloosa, Ala., Asylum gives for 
thirty years 3,982 admissions. Of these but 63 were paretics, 

• or one in every 63+.; 58 men, out of 2,050 admissions, were 
paretics, or one in 35+ ; while 5 women, out of 1,932 admis¬ 
sions, or one in 384, also suffered from this disease. 


goofe iflcuinvs. 


Twelve Lectures on the Structure of The Central Nervous Sys¬ 
tem. For Physicians and Students. By Dr. Ludwig Edinger. 
Second revised edition, with 133 illustrations. Translated by 
Willis Hall Vittum, M.D. Edited by C. Eugene Riggs, M.D. 
Pp. 230. Philadelphia, 1890: F. A. Davis, Publisher. 

A book of this character requires no critical review. It is sufficient that its 
subject matter b? presented to the profession and that the general excellence of 
text and illustration be made known. The volume is no doubt familiar in the 
original to every reader of this Journal, for since its first appearance, five or 
six years ago, it has been to each the favorite guide, for the study or the labora¬ 
tory, to the mysterious and obscure fundamental structure of the central nervous 
system. * 

In twelve brief lectures the author has been able to describe explicitly the 
embryology, comparative anatomy, conformation and histology of the brain in 
general; the cortex of the cerebrum, the convolutions, the white substance, the 
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commissure and the corona radiata; the basal ganglia, base of the brain, the 
pons and the cerebellum; the medulla, spinal cord, spinal ganglia and nerve- 
roots. These are set before us so distinctly by means of lucid text and abun¬ 
dant drawings, that no one can fail to obtain from the book a comprehensive 
knowledge of the cerebro-spinal labyrinth as far as it has been explored in the 
present day. 

While Edinger’s work had reached a wide circulation in many countries 
and run through two editions, it was still beyond tl\e reach of hundreds of students 
and practitioners, through the want of an English translation. It was fortunate 
for them that Prof. Riggs, of the Minnesota University, determined to have the 
book published in English form for the benefit of his students. The translation 
is thoroughly excellent throughout, and great credit is due Dr. Vittum for his- 
careful rendition. 

The American student loses nothing by having an American publisher, for,, 
fortunately, the original German plates were secured for the 133 illustrations^ 
and upon the whole the book is a good one, for the price, in point of typography, 
paper and binding. It is sold at so low a price, that it should run through more 
than one edition in this country. 
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